CLEMENCEAU

harsh taskmaster, when its cultivation is carried on under
such conditions as prevail in that portion of I&ance which
abuts on the Bay of Biscay, The result is a harsh people, whose
narrow individualism and whole-hearted worship of property
in its least attractive guise seem quite at variance with any
form of sentiment, and still more remote from the ideals of
poesy or the dreams of supernatural agencies which affect the
imagination. But there is the contrast and such are the
people of the Bocage of La Vendee.

Here, on September 28th, 1841, at the village of Mouilleron-
en-Pareds, near Fontenay le Comte, on the Bay of Biscay,
Georges Benjamin Clemenceau was born. His family came of
an old stock of La Vendee who had owned land in the province
for generations. His father was a doctor as well as a land-
owner ; but his practice, I judge, from what his son told me,
was confined to gratuitous services rendered to the peasants of
the neighbourhood. M. le Dr. Clemenceau, however, was
scarcely the sort of man whom one would expect to find in a
remote village of such a conservative, not to say reactionary,
district as La Vendee. A thorough-going materialist and
convinced Eepublican, he was the leader of the local party of
extreme Radicals.

But he seems to have been a great deal more than that.
Science, which took with him the place of supernatural
religion, neither hardened his heart nor cramped his appre-
ciation of art and poetry. Philosopher and philanthropist, an
amateur of painting and sculpture, inflexibly devoted to his
political principles, yet ever ready to recognise ability a&d
originality wherever they appeared, this vsry exceptional
medical man and country squire had necessarily a great
influence upon his eldest son, who inherited from his father
many of the qualities and opinions which led him to high
distinction throughout his career. Hatred of injustice, love
of freedom and independence of every kind, brought the elder
Clemenceau into conflict with the men of the Second Empire,
who clapped him iij prison after the coup ffit&t of December